


In the words of one student: “If I was not here, I would not have survived and

could not have been to the standard [grade] two that I am now in. SAORO has

turned my life in to realities that I have not been dreaming of.”

Nyanthem Abuy (girl, 9)

While Gumriak’s physical structures – built with traditional local materials (mud,

straw, wood) -have served well, they are deteriorating rapidly and are costly

to maintain. They must be replaced with the permanent buildings that our

children deserve. We now announce an effort to acquire funding to construct

new facilities by the end of 2013.

SAORO (The Sudanese American Orphaned Rehabilitation

Organization) built and operates the Gumriak Orphanage

and School in Pariang village, in the Republic of South

Sudan, the world’s newest country. 105 orphaned and

vulnerable boys and girls attend the school, and Gumriak is

home to 16 of these children.

Gumriak’s accomplishments since it opened in 2008 are extraordinary.

A dedicated staff and faculty have helped the children move beyond the hurts

and challenges they have experienced, to thrive in a safe and nurturing

environment. They have grown to value education and to learn important

life skills. They have been “Inspired to Aim High!”

In the words of Gumriak’s faculty
and Guardian Council:

The buildings need to be replaced soon.

They are wearing out.

Albino Lang -Headmaster

Permanent buildings are the solution to

face off future challenges.

David Thon Mijok -Vice Chair of Guardians Council



SAORO has experienced remarkable success. However, the
current buildings and facilities urgently need to be replaced.

Here’s why:

PROBLEMS:

Original facilities were constructed using
traditional local materials. Classrooms are double
room buildings with mud walls and dirt floors.

High winds, heavy rains and termites severely
damage the existing structures every year,
requiring extensive repairs. These temporary
structures will need to be completely replaced
within the next 2 years.

Overcrowding is a serious issue. An overwhelming
need compelled us to admit significantly more
students than originally intended.

Ventilation and acoustics are
poor.

Lighting is inadequate.

Food preparation is performed
under difficult conditions.

Currently there is no designated
dining area.

Teachers do not have adequate
space for planning, administrative
tasks and storage.

Existing latrines are of a
temporary nature with a
limited lifespan.

SOLUTIONS:

A new 2,800 square foot permanent classroom
building will be constructed of brick or concrete.
The life expectancy of these structures is decades.

Repair costs will be dramatically reduced and
money saved can be used to provide food,
textbooks and other vital items.

Four new classrooms will alleviate crowding.
Each child will have desk space and each
classroom will have a blackboard.

Each classroom will have
several screened windows.
Ventilation will be improved
and exposure to diseases
such as malaria will be
reduced.

An additional generator (or
solar power) will provide
better lighting to make
visual learning easier.

A new food service building
and stoves will provide a
healthier environment for
food storage and preparation.

A new dining hall will give the students an
indoor location with tables for meals.

Offices and storage areas in the new classroom
building will help teachers be more effective
and efficient.

New permanent latrines will provide separate
facilities for the girls and boys.  Separate
facilities have been shown to reduce the drop
out rate for girls as they mature.



The Cost

Target funding for the Building Campaign is $300,000. The campaign will

end in 2013. Construction will start as soon as funds are available and will

be allocated to the construction projects in order of priority. Costs estimated

include furnishings.

Classroom and office building                              $230,000

Permanent sanitary facilities 15,000

Kitchen/dining area 55,000

Total $300,000

INSPIRE YOURSELF TO AIM HIGH!

Your commitment will enrich the lives of Gumriak’s children by providing a

more secure, comfortable classroom environment that will promote learning.

It will provide a healthier environment for students and faculty, reducing the

risk of illness and disease, minimizing lost school days. Money now spent on

repair of steadily deteriorating buildings will be directed to higher priorities:

food, books, teacher training, and enriched classes.

Please use the enclosed pledge card to make your commitment to SAORO’s

lasting legacy to the children of Gumriak and to the new Republic of South

Sudan. Thank you for your generosity.

Permanent Classroom Building

Artist’s conceptualization



Follow the progress of the Building

Campaign on SAORO’s web site at

www.saoro06.org

Based on my hope, the light is shining on the dark side of the

moon and the buried hope has emerged. When permanent

buildings are built, it will be the end of anxiety.

Michael Miyom -Gumriak Director
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